Comments on Draft report Duke Energy East Bend

EPA Comments:

Page 15, fourth paragraph, change “the East Bend Ash Pone” to “the East Bend Ash Pond”.

EPA Notes:

The technical documentation provided to Dewberry lacks critical engineering analyses data
required to assess the structural stability of the fly ash pond embankment. If the original slope
stability design calculations cannot be located new geotechnical engineering analyses should be
conducted to verify the existing slope stability safety factors meet or exceed acceptable criteria.

State: None

Company: See letter attached dated January 18, 2011
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January 18, 2011

Mr. Stephen Hoffman

US Environmental Protection Agency
Two Potomac Yard

2733 S. Crystal Drive

5" Floor, N-237

Arlington, VA 22202-2733

Re: Draft Dam Safety Assessment Report
East Bend Station
6293 Beaver Road
Union, Kentucky 41091

Dear Mr. Hoffman:

Duke Energy Kentucky, Inc. (Duke Energy) received and has reviewed the draft report for East Bend
Station that resulted from the site assessment of the ash basin conducted on August 5, 2010 by
Dewberry & Davis, LLC, (Dewberry) under contract to the United States Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA). Duke Energy supports the EPA’s objective of ensuring ash basin dam safety and remains
committed to the safe operation and maintenance of coal ash basins.

The impoundment facility at East Bend Station is currently under the regulatory authority of the
Kentucky Department of Environmental Protection Division of Water (KDEP), Dam Safety and Floodplain
Compliance area. KDEP conducts periodic assessments/inspections of the impoundment and requires
East Bend Station to maintain the impoundment to ensure public safety. In addition, Duke Energy
regularly conducts internal inspections and periodically contracts third party inspections of the East
Bend Station impoundment.
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Duke Energy remains committed to meeting all state and federal requirements and managing its coal
combustion byproducts impoundments in a safe and responsible manner. Based on ongoing
monitoring, maintenance and inspections, Duke Energy is confident that the East Bend Station ash basin
has the structural integrity necessary to protect the public and the environment.

Duke Energy submits the following comments regarding the draft report:

Cover Page, Page i

1. Replace the line that says “Fly Ash Dike” with “Coal Combustion Surface Impoundment” or some
other name such as “Ash Impoundment”. The ash basin at East Bend Station is neither made from
fly ash nor is a direct source of fly ash sluiced to it. It primarily receives bottom ash and pyrites.

Introduction, Summary Conclusions and Recommendations, Page ii

2. Paragraph 2, first sentence: Replace words “Fly Ash Dam” with either “Coal Combustion Surface
Impoundment” or some other name such as “Ash Impoundment”. The reason for this request is
that the ash basin at East Bend Station is neither made from fly ash nor is a direct source of fly ash
sluiced to it.

3. Paragraph 2, first sentence: Replace the words “August 4” with “August 5”.

4. Paragraph 2, third sentence: Replace the words “fly ash” with either “coal combustion residual” or
“ash”.

5. Paragraph 3, first sentence: Replace “Greene County Fly Ash Dam” with “East Bend Ash
Impoundment”.

Purpose and Scope, Page iii

6. Paragraph 2, first sentence: Replace the sentence “The purpose of this report is to evaluate the
condition and potential of waste release from the select High Hazard Potential management units.”
With one of the following:
“The purpose of this report is to evaluate the structural integrity of the East Bend Station Coal
Combustion Waste Impoundment”
OR
“The purpose of this report is to evaluate the structural integrity of a Significant Hazard Potential
coal ash management unit.”
This sentence, as written, is misleading and incorrect. The East Bend Station coal ash management
unit has not at any time been rated a High Hazard Potential management unit. This statement is
inconsistent with the rating assigned later in this report.

7. Paragraph 2, last sentence: Replace the words “John E Amos Fly Ash Dam” with “East Bend Ash
Impoundment”.

Section 1.1.1, Page 1-1

8. Paragraph 1, first sentence: Replace this sentence with a sentence such as: “Although visual
observation of the embankments suggests that the impoundment is performing in an acceptable
manner, in accordance with USEPA criteria, the structural soundness must be rated POOR as a
design report is not available corroborating embankment stability.” Duke Energy is requesting this
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If you have any questions regarding these comments or need additional information, please contact me
at 980-373-37109.

Sincerely,

D Eoss. 2 Lok
D. Edwin M. Sullivan, PE
Corporate EHS Services



